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OVER THIS PAST YEAR, THERE HAS BEEN A PALPABLE
sense of change; a change in the world’s view towards the Jewish
nation, a resurfacing of the old face of anti-Semitism - and more
importantly a refocusing of our own priorities. While the year
may have begun with feelings of disunity within the community,
during these past few months we have come to appreciate each
other and recognize YIN2 TNN "a OXW' NV M. This unique bond with
each other and the Ribono Shel Olam is what defines our nation. This unity,
which is achieved through our common goal of Torah, Tefillah, and Gemilas
Chasodim, is the "iron dome" which protects us against the forces of evil.
TNR'T IJ'DI'JN 'TDNIRN TNR DY N'IRY DIV

Though it is our common goals that unite us into a nation, it is the
commitment and growth of each individual that determines the nation'’s
strength. Elul is a time for introspection and self-evaluation. Have we
truly developed our character traits - our Midos? How do we relate to our
business partners and our families? Are we able to "let go", be Mochel,
and truly be accepting of other individuals? What about our relationship
with Hashem? Is Hashem a vibrant part of our lives or do we ignore Him
completely? These areas affect not only ourselves and those we come in
contact with, but the entire nation.

7% N nd

Chazal tell us that Hashem’'s crown is created by B'nei Yisroel. Each
individual polishes his gem through his Torah and Mitzvos and the
collective gems of the entire nation are fused together into a glorious
crown. (On a deeper level the essence of the crown is the Jewish people
themselves. INDNN 72 TWNK INWY)

This year let us embark on a mission of self-perfection, thereby bringing
merit not only to ourselves but to the entire J8W' DVY.This year let us
polish our gem until it sparkles along with the gems of the entire nation
and proclaim together "I2'DI9N NNNINY 1IN D",

L2 TI0TIM 351D
Rabbi Mordechai Scheiner, Rosh Kollel



Rosh Hashanah - Yom Kippur Schedules

ROSH HASHANAH

EREV ROSH HASHANAH
Sept. 24, Wednesday

Selichos & Shacharis
Chatzos

Eruv Tavshilin

Mincha & Candlelighting
Divrei Mussar Rosh HaKollel

Maariv

15T DAY ROSH HASHANAH

Sept. 25", Thursday
Shacharis Shir Hayichud

Brachos

HaMelech

Kiddush sponsored by
R' & Mrs Yisrael Goldman

T'kias Shofar (approx.)

T'kias Shofar for women
429 Yorkhill Blvd.

Heart of the Mitzvah
R’ Eliyahu Goldwasser

Mincha followed by a Shiur

6:30 am
1:10pm

6:53pm
7:20pm

7:51Tpm

7:30am
7:40am

8:20am
10:40am
10:55am

4:45pm

6:00pm

6:35pm

Maariv (2N° NIGHT

ROSH HASHANAH) 7:50pm

72 minutes 8:22pm

2N° DAY ROSH HASHANAH
Sept. 26, Friday

Shacharis Shir Hayichud 7:30am
Brachos 7:40am
HaMelech 8:20am
Kiddush sporsersd by 10:40am
T'kias Shofar (approx.) 10:55am
T'kias Shofar for women 4:450m
429 Yorkhill Blvd.

H’ear.t of the Mitzvah 6:00pm
R’ Eliyahu Goldwasser

Mincha followed by Maariv 6:35pm
Candlelighting 6:50pm
Shkia 7:08pm
SHABBOS SHUVA

Sept. 27"

Shacharis 8:15am
Drasha Rosh HaKollel 10:20am

DAVENING IN EITZ CHAIM IS SPONSORED BY:

FIRST DAY ROSH HASHANAH: JEREMY AND JUDI COHEN
TO THANK HASHEM FOR GOOD HEALTH AND ALL THE BRACHA IN THEIR LIVES

SECOND DAY ROSH HASHANAH:
MR & MRS MOTTI AND SHIRA GASTFREUND IN HONOUR OF THEIR CHILDREN

Kiddush

Heart of the Mitzvah
R’ Eliyahu Goldwasser

Mincha #1

Shabbos Shuva Drasha
(main shul) Given by the Mara
D‘asra Rabbi Daniel Korobkin

Mincha #2
Shalosh Seudos
Shkia

Maariv

72 minutes

ASERES YEMEI TESHUVA

TZOM GEDALIAH
Sept. 28", Sunday

Selichos & Shacharis
Mincha #1

Mincha #2

Maariv

YOM KIPPUR

EREV YOM KIPPUR
Oct. 3, Friday

Selichos & Shacharis
Mincha

Tefila Zakah

Kol Nidrei & Candlelighting

Maariv

10:55am
5:00pm

5:10pm

5:40pm

6:35pm

7:06pm
8:01pm
8:18pm

7:30am
1:40pm
6:30pm

7:39pm

7:10am
3:00pm
6:10pm
6:37pm
7:35pm
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YOM KIPPUR
Oct 4%, Shabbos

Shacharis Shir HaYichud
Brachos

HaMelech

Yizkor (approx.)
Mincha

Neila (approx.)

Maariv

72 minutes

BEIN HAZMANIM

Oct. 5"-8", Sunday-Wednesday

7:50am

8:00am
8:40am
11:40am
4:55pm
6:15pm
7:48pm
8:05pm

Part of Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim: See page 24

Shacharis Sunday Oct. 5
Shacharis Mon-Wed, Oct. 6-8
Seder

Mincha

Maariv

7:55am
8:00am

6:00pm
9:30pm



Divrei Torah

RABBI ELIEZER BREITOWITZ,

Rosh Yeshivas Darchei Torah

The study of Jewish customs — Minhagim — can provide a fascinating
insight into the various ways in which different communities understood
certain aspects of religious life.

Take, for example, the custom of reciting Selichos. The common practice
today is to recite these prayers for forgiveness both before Rosh
Hashana and during the days between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.
Yet, this is not the only possibility. The Rambam (Hilchos Teshuvah 3:4)
states that the custom was observed only between Rosh Hashana and
Yom Kippur. Chabad Chassidim only say Selichos before Rosh Hashana
(except for Tzom Gedalia which, being a fast day, also calls for Selichos).

The Rambam'’s position is not difficult to understand. Prayer is an
integral part of the process of atonement as we cannot take Hashem's
forgiveness for granted. Therefore, during the days between Rosh
Hashana and Yom Kippur which have been designated as days of
Teshuvah, it is certainly appropriate to pray for forgiveness. In fact, we
can even offer an argument that the Selichos before Rosh Hashana are
not really a preparation for Rosh Hashana at all, but rather additional
preparation for Yom Kippur. After all, we have no Selichos on Rosh
Hashana and there is no confession on Rosh Hashana. The Rosh
Hashana service is actually not focused on sin and its atonement at all.
So in what sense could the Selichos be a preparation for Rosh Hashana?

The Chabad custom, however, now becomes even more problematic
for in that custom the Selichos are viewed exclusively as a preparation
for Rosh Hashana! How is this to be understood?

There is a letter that was sent by the sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Yosef
Yitzchok Schneerson zt'l to his students in 1937 (included in the collection
of letters printed along with the Tehillim Ohel Yosef Yitzchok) in which he
recounts a thought of the Ba'al Shem Tov on the verse in Parshas Miketz
(Breishis 43:10) in which Yehudah tries to convince his father Yaakov to
allow the brothers to bring Binyamin to Mitzrayim. Yehuda says, "If we
had not tarried, we could have already returned twice.”

In the Hebrew, the first words of the verse are nnNNNNNN X219, The
word X919, when its letters are rearranged, spells 219N, the Jewish
month preceding Rosh Hashana. The phrase thus can be understood
this way: If instead of rushing through Elul, we would tarry and utilize
every moment for preparation, we could “return” to Hashem twice —
first on Rosh Hashana and then a second time on Yom Kippur.

The Rebbe explained that the Teshuvah of Rosh Hashana and the
Teshuvah of Yom Kippur are really quite different. The Teshuvah of Rosh
Hashana is a “general” repentance. Rather than focusing on our specific
misdeeds, it is an overall recommitment to the ideal of accepting
Hashem'’s kingship and authority. The Teshuvah of Yom Kippur, on the
other hand, deals with the fine details of our conduct. It demands that
we identify our areas of deficiency, work to rectify them, and thereby
we receive atonement and forgiveness.

The Rebbe continues to explain — and this is the part relevant to our
earlier questions — that whereas the main preparation for Yom Kippur
is after Rosh Hashana, the main preparation for Rosh Hashana is during
the time of Selichos. By begging for forgiveness, we impress upon
ourselves the idea expressed in the very first line of the liturgy, “Kindness
is Yours, Hashem, and embarrassment is ours.” Becoming mindful of our
shortcomings, we come to a greater appreciation of how truly beholden
we are to Hashem, and thus we readily accept the yoke of his majesty.

The point is so subtle it can be easily missed. But if we appreciate it, it
can answer the question we raised. The objective of saying Selichos is
not to persuade Hashem to “change His mind” and forgive us even if He
was not so inclined. If this would be the objective, the Selichos would
have been said only after Rosh Hashana which is when we actually
seek forgiveness. The real objective is to impress upon us our debt to
Hashem as a way of motivating us to accepting Hashem's yoke. Thus
the most appropriate time for Selichos is during the several days before
Rosh Hashana.
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A LOOKUNDER THE HOOD we can say that the Gemara's intention is that just as someone who is

By: Rabbi Yosef Dovid Rothbar: standing in the holy of holi.es is alone with Hgshem, so too Whgn VYG b.low
the Shofar we express our innermost self, stripped of our physicality, in a
We blew the Shofar every day this past month. We blew most intimate connection with Hashem.
one plain blast, one broken note, and finally a second
plain blast. This pattern of blowing, which will be followed
on Rosh Hashanah, is derived from the dismantling of the
camps. In the desert Moshe would use trumpets to relay
messages to the Jewish people. A single trumpet blast would summon
the people from the different areas of the camp to gather. To instruct the
nation that it was time to disband and travel elsewhere, a Tekiya, or plain
note, Teruah, or broken note, and a second Tekiya, would be blown.

R Hirsh explains that the single note calls different elements into one {1\ A PROJECT OF KOLLEL OHR YOSEF

direction while the broken blast indicates upheaval and motion. Therefore
to disband the camp there would be three blasts: the first Tekiya, signifying
that it's time to rally together; a Teruah, instructing the nation to dismantle

the camp and prepare for travelling; and finally the last Tekiya, indicating

that all the people should go in the direction designated by Moshe. L ‘ \ / I E D
This is the meaning of the Shofar blasts on Rosh Hashanah as well. The . = ® = =
Tekiya prompts us to focus all our scattered energies on introspection and
think about what is important in life. This is followed by the Teruah, the |_ E A R N
broken blasts, which encourage us to break away from all estrangement,
and travel forward by letting go of what is evil in Hashem's eyes. Then, the

final Tekiya is sounded, calling upon us to assume a new attitude that will O I I e

bring us closer to Hashem from this point on.

The Zohar tells us that nal m>nn NaiT |xn, that breath is an expression M | S H N A
of our innermost being. When we blow the Shofar and project our breath h da
through the ram’s horn, it is an expression of our innermost primal desire mc y
that comes before words. It is the cry of the Neshama that wants to break

away from its existential isolation moving forward in a path that will bring

it close to Hashem.This is the cry of the Shofar. It's a cry that cannot be
expressed in words for that would only limit the intent.

Rosh Hashanah is a time when we have the opportunity to reconnect to who
we are. Throughout the year we become distracted and lose focus. This Rosh
Hashanah let us think about the message of the Shofar and reconnect to our
innermost desire, and let the sound of the Shofar guide us throughout the
rest of the year.

3-minute audio shiurim delivered to your inbox.
www.thornhillkollel.com

The Gemara (R.H. 26a) tells us that at the time we blow the Shofar it is
tantamount to standing in the holy of holies. Based on what we explained,




MOTZEI SHABBOS

SELICHOS

Live chickens for Kaparos

11:30 12:45
Sed Divrei mussar by th
Rifr:hments will be served Rabbi Mordechai Scheiner, TueSdag’ Sept° 27
Rosh Kollel
12:00 1:05 |
Shiur: Rabbi Yaakov Erlanger Selichos .
Exploring The Thirteen i Kaparos will be at 108 Esther Crescent.
Attributes of Mercy

Suggested tax deductible donation
of $18.00 or $36.00 for a family.

Please make out checks to The Institute of Torah Education

For more information, please call

905-764-1100, or
email ygoldman@thornhillkollel.com

SELICHOS & SHACHARIS UNTIL ROSH HASHANAH

Sun. Sept 21 Shacharis 8:30am Tues. Sept 23 Selichos & Shacharis 7:10am

Mon. Sept 22 Selichos & Shacharis 7:10am Erev R"H Wed. Sept. 24 Selichos & Shacharis 6:30am

SPONSORED BY ANONYMOUS




Divrei Torah

THINGS ARE NOT ALWAYS
THE WAY THEY SEEM

Rabbi Yuval Kernerman
Menahel Eitz Chaim Schools, Viewmount

Many of us read the words of Tefillah Zakka with
trepidation, as we reflect on the ominous job of
preparing for the Yom HaDin. Particularly moving is
the section which states that we acknowledge that our teshuva is
not accepted for aveiros bein adam lachaveiro, until we appease
our fellow man.

It is one thing to ask mechila for things we have done that we are
aware of. But how do we tackle this awesome task for things we
have done that we are not aware of? Even worse: how do we achieve
atonement when we stubbornly refuse to accept the possibility that
we were at fault in conflicts that we are aware of?

| would like to suggest two strategies to help us in this task, and |
believe that there is a source in Chazal for both of these strategies.

The first strategy is: accept the fact that people don't see you the
way you see yourself. Have you ever noticed that most people don’t
like pictures of themselves? What is the reason? When we see a
picture, we see ourselves the way others see us; however, when we
normally see ourselves in the mirror, we see our mirror image - the
left side of our face on the right side of the image, and the right

Cr )

(P DYNN) INYID [NY]LIRY 10X (K9] 2ND) [191 P] AAWY-NIN

The Sfas Emes famously spoke out that the more we are
attuned to Hashem's omniscience in life, the more we
actualize ourselves. On the other hand, one who thinks his
achievements are from the strength of his own hand has
accomplished nothing.

side on the left. A picture, however, has the two halves of our image
reversed, and, since our faces are not symmetrical, this appears
quite different. When it comes to perceiving ourselves and our
actions, Chazal teach us: "Adam karov le'atzmo” — we are “close” to
ourselves. We are biased. We don’t see ourselves - and our actions
- the way others do. Perhaps this is what Chazal mean when they
say that, le'asid lavo, we will see a recording of our deeds - we will
see our actions the way others do. We will appreciate our deeds
from their perspective, and will have a different take on reality. For
reality, in truth, depends largely on perspective.

The second strategy is: accept the fact that people don't hear
you the way you hear yourself. Did you ever cringe when you
heard a recording of your voice? Why don’'t we like the way we
sound? How does our voice sound so different? The answer lies in
a simple physiological truth: much of the way we hear our voice
is by conduction of soundwaves through the bones in our head.
This makes our voice sound lower than the way others hear it. By
analogy, and using the same principle above, we can appreciate
the fact that, at times, we likely do not come across in the way we
intended. How many times do we try to communicate something,
only to find that the recipient didn't appreciate it the way it was
intended? Perhaps, if we would “play back the recording” of our
deeds, we would see things from a different perspective, and
accept the possibility that we did not communicate as effectively as
we were sure we did at the time.

This Erev Yom Kippur, as we reflect on the challenges bein adam
lachaveiro we have had, let's pause and consider the fact that
our perspective about ourselves and our human interactions is
not the only perspective. May it be the will of Hashem that that
knowledge should give us the humility to accept responsibility for
machlokes in which we were involved. Doing so should allow us to
be mevater - to let go of our perspective - and hopefully, midda
k'neged midda, this will cause Hashem similarly to be mevater in
His judgment of us.




Divrei Torah

NIRRT TITY

R’ Dovi Gopin

In this chapter, Dovid Hamelech is telling us that Hashem's direct
guidance is linked to how much one clings to Him. Therefore

the only thing a person has to fear is that he might become
‘disconnected’ from Hashem. His only request in life should be to
remain constantly connected to Hashem, and that is why Dovid
Hamelech asks Hashem to remove all the ‘road blocks' in life that

might prevent him from being constantly attached to Him. (Based on the D"129N)

There are two ways to understand the first three D'PID0D:

VWO LVIYWD -These D'PIOD are referring to physical enemies and physical
battles which Dovid, himself, endured. (The term "nx&!'" refers to revealed
enemies who openly fought with him, while the term "TNn9K" refers to
hidden enemies who secretly fought against him.)

Personal DWS: X"1AN |2 DNN2N M writes that these D'PIOD are referring to
a constant struggle which a person has with his yain 2y

The PIOD in (I 1HwN') states "IDIN NINJIN D''N TR DOINENIXD 1] D™

("R NImE) IR

("NIXN 112" vy

DN AT "N TIVD
("0 NINDIN

NIN T

UL

NA'N DD

"MTIVD T

TNON 'NND

In the merit of NN learning

In the merit of performing NIXN (as the X"D-NVID 'NA writes:
"NI¥NI N1AD N2 P'OVT NIT'VD NINN")

NI2I0 NITRI 10IN which give a person strength to go on the
proper D''NN T

The v 1¥' wants me to do NIN'2V and therefore | find myself
inwN. If | put forth the effort in NIN, then N"2pn lights up the
proper 11T for me

If I'm attached to NiIxN, then Hashem — Himself - saves me when
| have to fight my van 1x'. Therefore...

I’'m not afraid of the ‘open’ YN 1N! (desires and NITN that | know
are bad).

Because I'm living with 10IN and N"2pPN ,NI2IV NITN protects me
like a fortress. Therefore...

| don't even fear mn which can cloud my judgment (ny21).

D'YIN 'Y NP2

MW NN 9OKD

19 121N Y

19911 19D NNN

DV NINN DN
nann

129 RN NI

"V DIPN DX
nnnNoN

NOID 2N NINTD

MINY NN
T NN

WPIAR NNIN

95 'T N2 Mav
Iln IDI

'T DYIN2 NITNY

193'N2 P29

"y IWHR" (@s in "IN2 V1Y N2NNIY) = When the YN ¥ tries
to act as my friend. Really he wants...

He wants to destroy my nnW1 which is in my physical body and
is the source for all NITN

Even though he might act as my friend, | realize that it is my
own tailor-made Y1 1X': my worst enemy;

When he realizes that | am PI2T in NIXN ,NNIN and NITRI 10IN
NI2I0 — he will falter, not me!

The VN X! has set up the whole world as a camp to destroy
our spirituality (look at the world around us!)

..Because | am PI2T in NIXN ,N1IN and NI2IV NITNI NDIN

Even if the VN N¥' comes to fight a spiritual war with me (ie: like
in the times of the D), still...

NITIND/™WN = | trust what | said that n"2pn is "YWW'l MIR (ie:
through N1IN and NIxN)

(h2y [IW9) Unlike other people who ask only for what they need at
that specific time, | have asked only one thing from n"2pn, and...

(T'NY [1wY) | still seek out that very same thing that | have always
asked for. That thing is...

To dwell in the ‘Tent of NN’ all my days

To enjoy the sweetness of His NN

"IP2 |IWHN" = | want to be there every morning

o~

The essence of the Mitzvah to learn Torah is to take
satisfaction and enjoyment in it. In this way, the words of
Torah will penetrate one’s heart! (Sochatchver Rebbe)
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In the NIDT that | had complete [INV2 in my request, | trust that...

DI'2 ND0D 19N 1D
nyn

12NN IND2 NNO!

1NN XD

nnyi

1IN 9V 'WND DI
‘N0

'NAT 19NN NNATNI
nyInn

‘T MINTRI MI'WN
DIp T YNY
NIPN

12V NI

29NN

19 1YpP2

He will hide me in His NJI0 (shelter)

When evil comes, He will completely cover me from my enemies

He will lift me from any harm (the enemies can't touch me).

Because | was NDIT to N"2pPn’'s protection

As a direct result He lifts me over my enemies

As a sign of thanks, | bring a |27p to my ‘close friend’
(NVNN=as in the "IN2 (V1Y N2NNI" :PI0D). And...

'YW = Song NT = With instruments

..On MWN WX when the 191W 91P overpowers the 1"Nx!
..On ©"dNI' as it says, "2 INI'N2 INIRIP”

..On 9"2NI', when N"2pn says "[INK TWNR NXR 'MINI"

On Your (N"2pN) behalf, my nnwa tells me

"Seek out My (n"2pn) face!” | respond...

WPIAN 'T 111D NN

11NN 729 INON IN

7'72Y [82 LN N

n'n Mty

WON 9N

112TVN 9NI

WY DN

TI1I2TY 'DKRIIN D
'190N!

00T T MmN

YD NAIRD NI

MY [YN3

MY W12 NN 9N

PY TV D INP 1D
onn N'ol

| am constantly seeking You out so that | will merit the
countenance of Your Face. Therefore...

Don't hide from me, because if You do — "'n'n 719 NNoN
5n21"

Don't turn me away so that I'll fall into Your anger, because...

You were and always are The One who helps me!

Do not completely forsake me

Don't leave me even for a second, because you are...

And if You leave me, on whom shall | rely?

YSwn=0rphan without parents and N"2pn has NIAINNN and helps
him  Ywn1=Without N"2pn, we could not defeat the yIn ¥

Teach me Your ways

Lead me on the proper path

Because | have many enemies who are always trying to get me
to fail

So that their desires won't be fulfilled

These "pW 'TV try to get me to do NIx¥N for the wrong reasons;

The rope of the Torah and Mitzvos hangs down from heaven
to earth for all to seize. Anyone who grabs hold of it gains
faith from his grasp. It will save one from drowning, as well
as be an elixir of life. He who lets go, however, loses the

nix2 mankn 8219 If I had not have believed Hashem, Who promised me that I'd
D'NYIN2'T2I02  see His goodness in D''N YK, they would've overpowered me

connection between himself and G-d, possiblyility forever. ‘
, ; f p yility f n?’T)Tj;;?)Q?LE (2"9-N1D12:'NA) = If you see that your nI'J'Dn.aren't being
(R’ Maimon, father of the Rambam) ' 'T5x  answered, be pTNN and Daven again! Never give up!



Sukkos Schedule

SUKKOS: FIRST DAYS Mincha 5:45pm Yizkor (approx.) 10:10am Hakafos
EREV SUKKOS Shkia 6:41pm Hea'rt of the Mitzvah 5:00pm Kol Nearim (approx.) 12:15pm
Oct. 8, Wednesday R’ Eliyahu Goldwasser
Eruv Tavshilin Maariv 8:36pm Mincha 5:50pm Mincha & Candlelighting 6:13pm
72 minutes 7:53pm Selling aliyos i X
Mincha & Candlelighting 6:28pm galy Sl SE
CHOL HAMOED i .
Maariv 72 pm Shiia N e
72 mi 7:58 OCT 12™-14™, SUNDAY-TUESDAY* SIMCHAS TORAH NIGHT Oct. 18t
aTIACHES -~opm Part of Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim: See page 18 Oct. 16, Thursday i
FIRST DAY SUKKOS Shacharis 8000 Maariv 7:07pm Shacharis 8:30am
Oct. 9%, Thursday followed by breakfast ’ )
Hakafos 7:25pm kel
Shacharis 8:30am Shiur & Seder '
. ) Heart of the Mitzvah 5-00pm
leart of the Mitzvah S45pm  Mincha 6:00pm /2 minutes 7:44pm R Eliyahu Goldwasser o
R’ Eliyahu Goldwasser .
. Kiddush (approx.) 8:20pm Mincha 5:45pm
Mincha 6:30pm Maariv 9:30pm following third Hakafa
Maariv 7:24pm SUKKOS: SECOND DAYS Krias HaTorah (approx.) 9:45pm Neilas Hachag
72 minutes 7:56pm SIMCHAS TORAH DAY Shkia 6:29pm
EREV YOM TOV (HOSHANA RABA) Oct. 17, Friday
SECOND DAY SUKKOS Oct. 15", Wednesday Maariv 7:24pm
Oct. 10*, Friday Shacharis 8:30am
, Shacharis (Neitz) 6:10am 72 minutes 7:41pm
Shacharis 8:30am Kiddush (approx.) 9:45am
Heart of the Mitzvah . Neitz Hachama 6:47am
AP e

R’ Eliyahu Goldwasser
Mincha & Candlelighting

Shacharis #2 (start across the hall) ~ 8:00am

followed by Maariv SHESF Eruv Tavshilin The New Zman

. . . _ will begin on Sunday, October 26. Programs, shiurim and
Shiia 2SI Mincha & Candlelighting 6:16pm ° minyanim xill resume normalgschedule.
g':tA?ﬁ,?S CHOL HAMOED Maariv 7:09pm Check www.thornhillkollel.com for a list of shiurim, and

‘ our weekly and Shabbos schedules.
Shacharis 8:30am SHEMINI ATZERES y—- PN

Oct. 16", Thursday C ~— )
Heart of the Mitzvah )
5:00pm Shacharis 8:30am

R’ Eliyahu Goldwasser



Divrei Torah

R’ Eli Kohananoo
1. Squeezing fruits
such as grapes or
oranges for juice is
forbidden on Yom

Tov even though it is
needed for “Ochel Nefesh.”

2. It is forbidden to create a new fire on
Yom Tov, since it was able to be lit before Yom
Tov. However, to transfer from an existing
flame is permitted for a Yom Tov need. Some
Poskim hold that taking from an electric coil
that is red hot is called transferring from an
existing flame, while others contend that a
coil is not a flame and therefore prohibited.

Footnotes

1. See Shulchan Aruch siman 495:2. Most Poskim learn
that the prohibition is a D'rabbanan since the Torah permits
all ochel nefesh. However, Chazal feared that people would
be involved in strenuous labor like harvesting, grinding or
squeezing on a large scale and therefore forbade us from
doing so. One may ask that the Shulchan Aruch permits
some forms of grinding done on a small scale or with a
Shinui (see siman 504). Why is squeezing more stringent?
See Shemiras Shabbos K'Hilchasa (New version), chapter 5,
1) for an explanation. Other Poskim learn that the prohibi-
tion may be D'oraisa (Mishna Berura 495:13)

2. Shulchan Aruch 502 and M.B. 502:1. In regards to electric
coils, see Igros Moshe Y”D 2, Siman 75 who permits it similar
to the case the Ksav Sofer (Siman 77) brought in M.B. 502:4.
However, Harav Shlomo Miller shlita contends that taking
a flame from a Toldos Ha-aish is called Molid and is Assur.
3. Shulchan Aruch 514, 5. See M.B. 34 who explains that
transferring lights for non-Yom Tov needs could possibly be
an Issur D'oraisa, as Melachos permitted on Yom Tov were
only permitted L'tzorach. There is much discussion regard-
ing lighting candles for a Yartzheit. See Biur Halacha, D"H
Ner Shel Batala who posits that one should light Yartzheit
candles before Yom Tov. If one forgot to do so, he may light
it in a room where benefit will be derived from candles. In a
NYVY NN (pressing situation), it's possible that one may be
lenient. One should consult a competent Posek.

HILCHOS YOM TOV
SELECTIVE HALACHOS PERTAINING TO YOM TOV

3. It is forbidden to transfer a flame
for no purpose on Yom Tov. However,
if one wanted to move the flame in order
to illuminate his home or for Kavod Beis
HaKenesses, it is permitted.

4. One may not prepare from one day
to the next, even preparing during Bein
Hashmashosis forbidden.

5. Even things that aren’t Melacha but
take effort, such as washing dishes or
transporting tables and chairs, are forbidden.
6. It is permitted to open an electric oven
on Yom Tov even if this may cause the oven’s
indicator light to turn on.

4. Shulchan Aruch 503 and Biur Halacha there D"H B'Yom
Tov- See Chidushei R’ Akiva Eiger, Nedarim 79b “Mah”
brought in short in his Chidushim in S.A. 495, that even to
prepare in Bein Hashmashos for Bein Hashmashos could
be forbidden since we don’t know exactly when day turns
to night. For this reason, even lighting a candle (through
transferring of course) would be forbidden as you could be
preparing for the upcoming night.

5. See Mishna Berura Siman 503, 1 and Rama in Siman
667:1 who explain that the prohibition of preparation also
applies to doing things that aren’t forbidden because of
Melacha. If one wants to tidy up the house in order that it
should look neat, it would be permitted, since this is con-
sidered a Yom Tov need (Mishna Berura ibid, 6). | heard in
the name of Harav Shlomo Miller that setting up ones table
before nightfall is permitted for this reason as well (this
logic only applies to non Melacha preparations.)

6. See Shemiras Shabbos K'Hilchasa chapter 1, 30 (old print)
and footnotes 79 & 80 there for an explanation. See also ibid,
29 where it is explained why this is forbidden on Shabbos.

7. See S.A. 511:2, the reason being that since heating up hot
water is permitted for Ochel Nefesh, it is also allowed for
other uses deemed Shaveh L'ochel Nefesh, such as wash-
ing one’s hands and face. Even though the water being
heated up at the time one washes his hands may not actu-
ally be used, the cooking of the water is looked at as part of

7. It is permissible to wash one’s hands
and face with hot water on Yom Tov, even
though the cold water is going into the hot
water boiler as a result. It is also permissible
to use hot water to wash the dishes. (Those
who have a built-in instant electric hot water
system should consult a Rav.)

8. Some Poskim permit lowering a flame
on a gas stove in order to prevent a dish
from burning. Many Poskim are stringent if a
different smaller flame can be used instead.
Sephardim should be especially stringent like
this opinion.

9. There is a machlokes whether a choleh
who isn't incapacitated is allowed to take pills
or vitamins. On yom tov sheini it is permitted.

the process to wash ones hands and therefore permitted -
R’ Moshe Feinstein zt"l. The Rosh Kollel shlita brought a proof
in the name of Rav Ahron Kotler zt"l from the Gemara in Kes-
ubos 7a about Be'ila Rishona B'Yom Tov permitting this as well.
8. SeeS.A.514:1 that turning down a flame, even a little bit,
is forbidden on Yom Tov since turning off a flame doesn’t
help the food, rather just keeps it from getting ruined, so
itisn't considered an act for Ochel Nefesh. Therefore, Sep-
hardim should be strict, not turning down any flames for
any purpose. According to the Rama, it is permitted to turn
down a flame if there is no other way to save the dish from
getting ruined. Rav Moshe zt"l in Igros Moshe O"C 1 Siman
115 & O"C 4 Siman 103 is Mechadesh that according to the
Rama there is no difference between transferring a flame
to cook with or turning down a flame to cook with. The
reason why the Rama said you can only turn down the fire
if there is nowhere else to place it is because in those days
turning off a fire was more difficult than starting a new fire,
but now with gas stoves turning a knob up and down is
exactly the same. Therefore one shouldn't do more work
and transfer a new flame. See Shemiras Shabbos K'Hilchasa
chapter 3, halacha 10 and footnotes 42-44 for those who
argue and the logic behind their opinions.

9. See shulchan aruch 496,2 that doing acts of refuah that
would be forbidden on shabbos are also forbidden on yom

tov. Taking medicine on shabbos even though no melacha

10. If one is at Shul and realizes during
mwnwn pa that he forgot to make an
P2wan any, there are several possible
options for him: a) If there is food (a nx™12
of bread and a N1 of cooked food) at Shul
that won't be eaten before nav, he can make
the 21"y there (with a n212). b) Send a n"2w
home to do it. ¢) In a NYY 2NTN, one can
mentally set aside a X212 of bread and an'1d
of something cooked for the 11°y. When he
returns home, he must separate the bread
and the food without a n21a. d) If one wasn't
able to do any of these before mwnwi 12, he
should ask a 21 whether he may rely on the
Rav’s 21ny.

is being done, is forbidden due to the geziera of “shchikas
samemanim” as chazal were afraid one may come to grind
which is an av melacha. On yom tov,however, according to
most poskim grinding is assur only miderabanan as it is a
melacha that is neccesary for ochel nefesh ( see mishna berura
495, 13) therefore the decree of “shchikas samimanim” would
be similar to a “geziera legezeira” and would be allowed. This
is the opinion of the Avnei Neizer o.c. 394 & Tzitz Elieezer 8,
15. The Magen Avraham 532,2 disagrees as he infers from
the language of the mechaber that only on chol hamoed all
types of refua is allowed but not on yom tov as the eating of
medicines isn't considered “shaveh Ichol nefsh”. The Shmiras
shabbos khilchisa (old print) 33, 24 also agrees with the magen
avraham ( see also footnote 89 there for a deeper analysis) On
yom tov sheini however all would agree that it is allowed as the
shulchan aruch 496, 2 allows even melacha mederabanan for a
choleh’s need but melacha mdeorysa is assur.

10. a) This is the simplest solution, as it doesn't matter
where the person makes the my. See 261, 11 and X2
n22n there. D"H panym  b) Mishna Berura 527, 4

) See 7X1W' NMIXaN on NX1 NJon Chapter 2 1 nwn who
suggests this solution. However, some Poskim disagree
with it. See S/T Chaim Shaul (Chida) that says one must
hold the M7y in his hand while separating it. Many Poskim
are of the opinion that one may be lenient in PNTn NYV (see
36,7 Pnx» nNin).
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Monday, September 29 Beautiful Lulav & Esrogim sets for sale!
R Shlomo Bixenspaner, Rav Khal Yereim Educational set................. $45 Special Quality................... $120
8:45pm in the Kollel for u.nder Bar.Mltzvah Exclusive Quality ........... $150+
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Order Online: www.thornhillkollel.com



Divrei Torah

TN YV "D - IN1NIDP AT

Rabbi Baruch Lichtenstein
Sgan Rosh Kollel

The third P19 of NJID NDON begins by teaching
the N29N that a dried out Lulav is 910D-
"9109 wa'nl 21Tan 2919 . Rashi brings as the source
for this N29N the PIDD, of INNNI "I NT, which is
the 21PN in the Torah for the concept of NIXN NIT'N - beautifying
Mitzvos - in general. A dried up Lulav lacks 11T'n and is thus
J10D.

Tosafos asks: Why does Rashi use INIIRI '9P N1 as a basis for
disqualifying a dried out Lulav? The Gemara elsewhere learns
that the term used in the Torah for Esrog - 0T YV "D, teaches
us that the Esrog along with all the other D'2'ND must be TN,
beautiful. Tosafos explains that the reason theplodD of yv 'mo
17N is necessary is because the |'T of NIT'N, learned from 9P Nt
IN1IXI, only applies N92'NNDY (ideally). However, T2V'T2 (after the
fact) one would be R¥I' even without it. Through the words '
2T YV, the Torah teaches us that the requirement for 21T'N with
respect to the D'1'N 'Tis even T2VY'T2. In other words, one would
not be KXI', even after the fact, if any of them were not YTINND .

This being the case, asks Tosafos, why does Rashi quote the PIDD
of INNINI "9 N1, which is a requirement of having beauty only
N2'NN2Y, and not the PIOD of 1 TN YV "D, from which we derive
that the same requirement applies even T2VY'727?

To answer Tosafos's question, we must first understand what
other differences, if any, exist between the Mitzvah derived from
TN YV "9 and that which the Torah teaches through the pIDD
of INNIAKI 'O NT.

There are two possible ways of fulfilling 117'n Mitzvah. It could
be that NIT'N Mitzvah requires that we ensure the actual object
(Yon) with which the Mitzvah is performed is beautiful. On the
other hand, it may only be important that one performs the

Mitzvah in a beautiful manner. In other words, the Halacha of
1IT'N could apply either to the NiI¥n YW Y9N or the YW nwyn
nixn.

From the following Halacha it seems clear that INIINI pertains to
the NI¥N YW NWYDN rather than the nix¥n YW yon. A Sefer Torah
requires D1VQ'D. That is, before a Sofer begins writing, he must
scrape straight lines into the parchment as this will help beautify
the 2nd. Tefilin, on the other hand, do not require LIVT'D. The
difference between the two, explains the Rambam, is that once
the NI'WND are placed in a box, the 2ND of the Tefilin is no longer
seen. Therefore, there is no need to beautify the 2Nd. The 2ND of
the Sefer Torah, on the other hand, is read, and therefore is part
of the NI¥XN YW NWYN and must be beautified.

Thus, we can readily see that the Mitzvah of IN1INIis not primarily
to beautify the nI¥N YW yon but rather the Nixn Yw nNWynN.

What about the Mitzvah of TN yv "M9? Is it a |'T in the
NIXND YW YON or in NIXND YW NWYN? Furthermore, is there a
practical difference between the two?

Perhaps we can find a difference upon examining another Halacha
regarding Esrog. Some DIWNR are of the opinion that an Esrog
must be totally intact. This Halacha, referred to as nnN NN'P
- complete taking - is derived from the first word in the pPIDD
that discusses the D'2'n 'T- "DNNPII”. Now, the Halacha of nn'pY
NNN is a requirement in the Esrog itself. Therefore, even if one
needs a magnifying glass to see that the Esrog is incomplete, it is
DI10D. This means that where there is a requirement in the Esrog
itself, it does not matter whether it can be seen by the naked eye.

Applying this idea to the |'T of 1Tn, we could ask what would
be the Halacha regarding an exterior blemish on an Esrog? A
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blemish that can easily be seen renders the Esrog 9109 because
it is no longer 01TN. But what would the Halacha be where one
needed a magnifying glass to see the blemish?

The answer depends on the question asked above — whether
the |'T of NN applies to the NIXN YW YON or just the YW NWyN
NnIXN. If 1TN is a |'T in the actual Esrog then it would have the
same Halacha as nnpN NN'PY. Just as the deficiency that cannot
be seen by the naked eye renders it 2109 because of the |'T of
NNN NN'PY, so too an Esrog with a blemish that cannot be seen
easily would not be considered 17N and would be rendered 210D.
However, if the |'T of 0Tn is only in the NWVYN of the Mitzvah,
in the same way LIDN'OD is not a requirement for Tefilin since
the 2ND is never seen, so too the Esrog would remain 2TIND,
because, to the naked eye, the blemish cannot be seen.

N29YNY, the DNI2AN |AD quotes the V"'2NN that a blemish renders
an Esrog 2109 only if it can be seen by the average person.
However, if one needs to look very hard to find the blemish, it is
2WD. It follows that the 0"'2NN understands that TN, like INNK,
applies to the NI¥N YW NWYN and not to NIXN YW yon.

Based on this perhaps we can answer Tosafos's question on
Rashi. When Rashi brings INIIX as the source of the requirement
for a Lulav to be 071NN, he does not mean to suggest that it is
not included in the Mitzvah of 1Tnthat says by Esrog. Rather, he
means to teach us that the 2109 of 1 TN, like ININ, is not a |'T in
the NI¥N Yw yon but rather, like all other Mitzvos, in the NnWyn
NIXN Y. But, unlike INNN, concerning Lulav the requirement of
AIT'N is even T2Y'TD.

With this we can explain another dispute among the DIIWRN. The
Halacha is that an Esrog that is 10N is only 2109 on the first day (in
Eretz Yisrael) because NnnhN NN'PY does not apply on TVINN JIN.
As it says in the PIDD: "|IWNIN DI'2 DDY DNNPYIY; that is, that
the |'T of, NnN NN'PY, derived from "DNNPYIY, only applies on

the first day. If, for example, the DIV'D falls off on TIYNN 2IN it is
still kosher. On the other hand, the |'T of 2T applies even on 1IN
TIynn.Therefore if someone found a blemish on his Esrog on 51N
TIVNN it would be 2109, Nevertheless, says the Rosh, he may cut
the blemish away and now the only issue with the Esrog is that it is
incomplete. As we said, this does not render the Esrog 2109 on 2In
TIVNN and, therefore, the Esrog becomes kosher now. The Ninan
MIWNRN argues. He maintains that one cannot make an Esrog that
was once 9109 into a kosher Esrog by cutting away the blemish.

This Np19NN may very well be dependent on the understanding
behind the requirement of 1Tn. If 17N is a |'T in the YW yon
nixn, like the |'T of NNN nn'p'), then we can say that since the
object was once 2109 it must remain 2109 and cannot be made
kosher (""WRN NINAN). However, if the |'T of 1T relates to the
NIXN 9w NWyN, the 2109 does not take effect until one actually
begins to do the Mitzvah. As long as the blemish is dealt with
before doing the Mitzvah, the 2109 never takes effect. Therefore,
provided that, at the time of the Mitzvah being performed, it is
performed with the requirements of 01TN, there is no reason for
it not to be kosher (W"NN).

Cor e )

('2'2 NYNP) .NWIY NIRT NN NNRWHI

"And of joy, what does it accomplish, for it is worthless.”
The life of this world is like one who drinks salty water;
he thinks it quenches his thirst, but it only makes him
thirstier. (GR’A Farewell letter to his wife) The material
world is alluring and tricks one into thinking it is what
makes one live. But it is only Torah and Mitzvos which
truly fulfills us/our Neshamas.




Sukkos Stories

A COLLECTION OF INSPIRATIONAL SUKKOS STORIES

Once, within a few days of NIJID, a pious AINNK merchant came to the house
of R Yehuda Leib Chasman to show the tzaddik one AINNN in particular.
Although this ANNN was not particularly attractive, R" Leib decided to
purchase it. However, before he finalized the deal, another set of D'AINNN
were brought to him, D'aINNK all far more pleasing to the eye than the first.

R’ Leib sat deep in thought for a while, and then turned to his household
and said, “I certainly cannot afford to buy both D'aANNK. And | had already
given up on finding a nicer ANNN and decided to purchase the first ANNN
although it is not as nice. | believe that fulfilling the 12252 NN N2IT1"PI0Y”,
speak truth in your own heart, is also a IT'n (beautification). Thus, in using
this first ANNK, | am using an ATINN ANNKR."

One NIDID the students of the Chasam Sofer brought their rebbe an
exceptional ANNN. They had expended a great deal of effort and money to
find their rebbe a mehudar min hamehudar ANNN. Word soon spread across
town that the Chasam Sofer had an AINNN that was very beautiful. And so
it was that on the first day of NIDID, the Chasam Sofer's ANNNK passed from
one hand to another to another, until hundreds of people had fulfilled this
mitzvah.

The next morning the Chasam Sofer took out his aINNK to fulfill the mitzvah
once again. But the ANNK, while still kosher, was not nearly as smooth and
beautiful as it had been just the day before. The Chasam Sofer's students
gasped when they saw what happened to the 2INNN in which that they had
invested so much effort. But the Chasam Sofer had a different reaction. He
just gazed at the ANNK lovingly and kissed it.

"Now that this ANNN has passed through dozens of hands and dozens of
yidden have made a nd>12onit," he said, "itis truly mehudar min hamehudar.”

The Way to Decorate A NJID

Rav Chaim of Sanz was renowned far and wide for his tireless efforts on
behalf of the needy. But even though vast sums of money passed through his
hands, not a penny of these tzedaka funds was used for his own household.
He and his family managed to make do with very little, even during the
holidays.

One Erev NIDID Rav Chaim received word that there were still many families
who were lacking food for the holiday and that several thousands of rubles
needed to be raised at once. The tzaddik immediately dispatched his sons
to do the holy work of obtaining the money, and within minutes of their
return the rubles were deposited in the outstretched hands of dozens of
poor people who were patiently waiting outside the Rebbe’s door. It was
only when Rav Chaim was assured that every family had what they needed
for the Yom Tov that he could begin to put himself into the joyous mood
necessary for the proper observance of the holiday. By the time he entered
his N2ID, his face was aglow.

Rav Chaim’s NJID was totally devoid of the pretty ornaments that are found

in many NIDID, but the bareness of the walls did not diminish the tzaddik’s
great pleasure. "My NDID has a different sort of beauty,” he explained to his
sons and guests. “My NDID is decorated with tzedaka. It is the charity that
we distributed earlier in the day that makes this N2I0 beautiful.”

A German duke once asked the Rabbi of Berlin, "Please tell me, why don't
the children say ‘Mah Nishtanah' on NIJID? On Pesach, the family remains
in their home, while on NIDID, you move out to a little hut. Why are they not
surprised?”

The Rabbi replied, "The children, unfortunately; are used to seeing their
parents and family crowded into a hut, suffering from the elements. After
all, we are in galus. But on Pesach, they see us acting like kings, which is
different from our usual situation in galus. Thus the children ask, 'Mah
Nishtanah...'
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Join us for a beautiful experience!
DIVREI TORAH * KUMZITZ * REFRESHMENTS

8:00 Shacharis

Breakfast MONDAY, OCTOBER 13
8:00rm | FOLLOWED BY MAARIV, 9:30

Seder

In the Rosh Kollel’s Sukkah
429 York Hill Blvd

Shiurim will take place over Chol Hamoed.
Further details to be announced.

Sponsored by Joe Elmaleh & Family 5”1t w'y' 2 TIT NRW1 19'v)




Divrei Torah

MY PIECE OF THE PIE

Rabbi Moshe Bauman

Simchas Torah - the joy of the Torah - is the
culmination of the Yomim Noraim season. Now
that our year and judgment have begun in
good standing, we celebrate the completion of
our weekly Leining of the Chumash on Simchas
Torah. The Mishna Berura brings down that even the elderly would
strengthen themselves to rejoice with the Torah, including Gedolim
such as the Arizal and the Vilna Gaon. Therefore, all of us should
try our hardest, with all our strength, to rejoice properly in the
Simcha of the Torah.

One may ask: granted the Arizal, the Vilna Gaon and all the other
Gedolai Yisroel could properly rejoice with the Torah which they
had learned extensively since they could appreciate what they were
rejoicing over, but what about us who have barely scratched the
surface of the immense depths of the Torah? How can we be expected
to rejoice energetically if we merely have a superficial connection to
the Torah?

Banish these thoughts from your mind because this is a trick of
the Yetzer Harah! The Midrash on Shir Hashirim brings down from
R' Yochanan that after each of the Ten Commandments, a Malach

Only after | wandered from place to place, lacking basic
material needs, was | able to begin to expound on the Book
of Hashem; as the Talmudic expression goes, “chasurei
mechsara v'hachi katani”- "It is surely lacking, and thus he
taught" (- play on words from the Gemara when a text is
missing words). (Abarbanel)

came to every individual in Klal Yisroel and explained the different
laws involved in the particular commandment, even the punishment
and reward. Then, the Malach would ask: "Do you accept this
commandment?” And the individual would answer: "Yes".

R' Yeruchem Olshin Shlita asks what the purpose was of the Malach
asking every individual if he or she accepted the commandments
since every single member had already accepted the whole Torah by
proclaiming "Naase Vinishma". It seems redundant. Why did they need
a second acceptance?

R' Yeruchem replies, based on a concept explained by R' Aharon Kotler
zt"l, that the Torah was not only given to Klal Yisroel as a whole, but
also to each Jew individually. All Yidden have their own strengths,
weaknesses and circumstances, and are only expected to learn the
Torah through their own ability and perspective. Just as all our faces
are different, so too are our minds, and we must use our God-given
perspective to learn the Torah. This explains why Klal Yisroel needed to
accept the Torah twice: once on a collective level and a second time on
an individual one. Based on this, we can understand every individual's
ability to rejoice properly. Nobody is required to rejoice with the Vilna
Gaon's portion in Torah, but with the specific portion which Hashem
has granted him.
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KOl OHR YOSEF provides a dynamic jewish presence to
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